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Despite the bewildering number of tomes devoted to the Napoleonic wars, much basic data as been

hitherto unavailable to anyone other than the most ardent scholars. McGuigan and Burnham have

collected a tremendous treasure trove of information in a readily accessible form. Other books may

tell you how many regiments were sent on the expedition to Hanover in 1805, but The British Army

against Napoleon will tell you where every single regiment in the British army was stationed, who

were their honorary colonels, and give you a list of all the barracks in Britain with the number of men

they were designed to hold.Where else will you find not just the pay of different ranked officers but

the amount of income tax they paid, as well as all the other deductions and stoppages that reduced

their actual receipts to a fraction of their nominal (and generally quite low) pay? Or pension charts

for widows? There are tables that list all the recipients of the honours and awards issued, casualties

in action and disease, seniority of officers of the numerous expeditions and campaigns (a matter not

just of curiosity but of major significance, for the date of rank of an officer determined who

commanded the force and all of its sub-units.) The material in these tables has been collected from

countless primary sources and official publications such as the Army List, London Gazette,

Wellington s Dispatches, regimental histories, artillery manuals, and handbooks.
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An almost overwhelming amount of data, but carefully organized and extremely useful. The data

clearly reinforces the view that only the most senior officers were considered important in the eyes

of the Horse Guards headquarters. Having read this book carefully, the reader will have an indelible

impression of life in the ranks during the entire Peninsular War from 1808 to 1814 (and beyond)

A particularly well done book. I found this quite enjoyable, though it needed some updating. But a

wonderful collection of information about the rankers who took on Napoleon's men.
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